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out inthe field with a unique sanple ID nunber, with the type
of analyte that we want to do in that, the type of bottle that
we col lected. That chain of custody gets signed in the field,
goes in with the cooler and the sanples get shipped to the |ab
Federal Express overnight. And then the |aboratory personnel,
t hey have a person that checks all that off and again signs
that all the sanples have then arrived. |If they aren't, they

| et us know.

Q What's the purpose of the chain of custody?

A Again, to docunent that that sanple has been in custody of
soneone the whole tinme as it was collected, when it was packed,
and when it was shipped and when it arrived in the | aboratory.
Q Are phot ographs ever taken of the sanpling process?

A Yeah, | have forgot a couple of things on the field

not ebooks. If they haven't been to the site before, they
record the photographs that are taken with a uni que nunber.
They al so record any deviations from standard protocols. They
check wth the supervisor. Sonetinmes they even call ne and
that would be noted in the field notebook. [If they couldn't do
sonet hing exactly |like the protocol said, we would nake a
deci si on whether that would still give you an accurate and
representative sanpl e.

Q Ckay, sir. |Is there any other docunentation in addition
to -- after the chain of custody that cones in the flow of

docunenti ng wor k?
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1 A Yeah, the next thing that we receive is the actua

anal ytical lab report. And that's usually a full report that
reports the concentrations of everything that was anal yzed, the
met hods that were used. It also usually has what's called a

case narrative and includes the results of their quality
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control, their own internal quality control quality, assurance
7 sanpl es, and that case narrative explains, you know,
8 essentially how they did on the anal ysis.
9 Then we do a final step. W actually have anot her
10 quality control step where we review every piece of data. And
11 we have specific criteria, again, that have been set up by EPA
12 guidelines to | ook at the precision, accuracy, conpleteness of
13 all those, whether holding tines have been net or not net. And
14 then if there's sone of those things are not in line with the
15 criteria, we flag that data. That can be a flag that should be
16 used with caution, that is it's an estimted paraneter, or
17 sonetimes we actually reject the data. And it all gets added
18 to our database so that the users know that.
19 Q kay. So that if there's a concern about the data,
20 there's a mark or a notation put on that analysis as it gets
21 entered into the database?
22 A Yeah, they essentially take the sheets fromthe
23 | aboratories and hand mark every anal ysis whether it's okay or
24 how they qualified it. They include all their notes, e-mails

25 to the |aboratory if they have any question and what that






